Email: bob.carter@sim.org

Bob & Hope Carter, c/o SIM Kenya, PO Box 60875, 00200 City Square, Nairobi, KENYA
Web Site: http://carter.with.sim.org

"And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ. "
(Col. 4:3)

Dear Friends, Family and Prayer Partners,

Now that "winter" is over, the days and nights
are warming up. Bob has taken up Sunday afternoon
basketball ~ with

missionaries and discovering just how much out of

some Indiana-raised Nazarene
condition (and practice!) he really is! The construction
project next to us has been completed and the
apartments occupied. So now instead of noise we have
wonderful new neighbors! The amaryllis blossoms are
beautiful and other bulbs are sprouting - we’ll
eventually discover what kind they are!

Meanwhile, fuel prices continue to rise. We
have discovered that gas prices here only go one
direction: up. When the cost of crude oil goes back
down, the fuel industry just takes more profit rather
than passing the price reduction on to the consumer.
One month ago we were paying $5.90/gal. for gas; but
with the recent strengthening of the dollar against the
shilling we are now paying “only” $5.65/gal. in dollar
terms.

Yesterday’s newspaper was reporting that with
the government’s efforts to resettle Kenya’s internally
displaced persons (IDPs) almost completed and the few
remaining camps due soon to be shut down, there still
remain an estimated 80,000 IDPs unable to return
home. Where will they go? How will they live? With
the country in the grip of “IDP fatigue,” it looks most
likely that they will just be abandoned to live — or die —

as best they can on their own. We wonder: is the

Church also suffering from IDP fatigue, or will it rise
to the need and provide the leadership required to
respond to this continuing challenge?

We have just concluded the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. Many Christians devoted extra
prayer focus during this month to intercede on behalf
of Muslims. We have been following a prayer booklet
called “30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World -
Through (Visit
www.30-days.net if you want to know more about

Loving  Muslims Prayer.”

praying for Muslims.) This Wednesday (Oct. 1) was
the last day of Ramadan, and was therefore declared a
public holiday by the Kenyan government. The SIM
offices were closed for the holiday, so we worked from
home instead.

Finally, we wish to thank those who responded
to our need for financial support. We don’t yet know
if September’s receipts will have been sufficient to
erase our deficit, but expect to find out within the next
two weeks. Meanwhile, God is good and has been
faithful to supply all we truly need: health, a
worthwhile calling, food and shelter, and loving
friends and family. We are truly blessed; and you,
dear friends, are part of His blessing to us. Thank you

for being a part of our lives and work.

Yours in Christ,
Bob.and Hoope



Ministry Report: Analysis and Summary

In his book If Jesus Were Mayor, Bob Moffitt observes:
“God’s agenda begins with the spiritual salvation of each
individual, primarily through the ministry of the local church
— but His full agenda is nothing less than the discipleship of
the nations! Churches that are committed to this broad
agenda continue to bring individuals to Christ — and God’s
shalom to communities.”

Our hearts resonate with this sentiment. Individuals,
families and communities crushed under the burden of AIDS are
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lacking in “God’s shalom.” We desire to help equip the Church to
bring this shalom into the AIDS situation in Kenya, and to fulfill this
“broad agenda” that God has through the Church for the world.

This desire is reflected in the mission and vision statements
recently confirmed by the Medical and ‘HIV and AIDS’ team of SIM
Kenya, of which Bob is serving as team leader:

Mission Statement: “To the glory of God reach the
unreached, equip the Church through training, mentoring and
outreach in medical and HIV ministries.”

Vision Statement: “Our vision is the Church equipped to

holistically transform individuals and communities, so that God’s
people will be bringing God’s healing to the sick and suffering
through spiritual hope, physical relief and relational restoration:

* Individuals will be making healthy lifestyle choices.

* Communities will be meeting the needs of and empowering the
vulnerable and disempowered.

* The Church’s medical and HIV ministries will function with
excellence in spiritual leadership and governance, following biblical
principles.

* The Kingdom of God will be expanded and His people growing
into the likeness of Jesus Christ.

More than 25 years have passed since AIDS was recognized
and HIV identified; but in over a quarter century of worldwide
secular effort that has largely ignored or marginalized the faith-based
community, little progress has been made to contain the spread and
impact of this disease. It is time for the Church to step up to the
plate. Why? Because the Church has many important features:

* It is widely present and affords unequaled access to communities.

* It holds tremendous reserves of human resources.

* It is highly influential and plays a crucially important role in
many lives around the globe.

* Tt enfolds many of those already impacted by HIV and AIDS.

* It is committed to the communities it serves and will not pull out
in the face of armed conflict, economic challenges, political
hardships, lack of infrastructure, natural disaster, etc.

* It already provides a major portion of healthcare services in the
rural parts of the developing world, plus a significant portion of
healthcare services even in the urban areas.

* It has an already established and broadly penetrative

infrastructure capable of extensive, dynamic impact.

* Its members are motivated for involvement by belief, not
compensation. Their involvement is therefore characterized by a
high degree of volunteerism, personal commitment and a
willingness to "walk the extra mile" in order to achieve the goals
and visions of the faith community of which they are a part.

In Kenya, ‘HOPE for AIDS’ is equipping the Body of
Christ to bring “God’s shalom” into communities ravaged by
AIDS through:

Training: The “Church to Community Mobilization”
project is training AIDS Educators and Capacity-Building
Facilitators to educate and mobilize churches on AIDS issues
and to help develop program management skills necessary for
successful implementation of community programs. Also, Bob
has been a guest lecturer at St. Paul’s Theological Seminary in
Limuru in their novel master’s program in “Community Care
and HIV/AIDS.” Next week he will provide three lectures on
HIV and AIDS for their undergraduate students.

Networking:
towards linking together churches and AIDS ministries, Bob is
on the steering committee of the “Churches AIDS Network of
Kenya” (CAN-K). This new organization seeks to provide a

Aside from contributing informally

forum where churches across denominational lines can share and
discuss AIDS challenges and issues, speak with a unified voice
and collaborate on effective responses to AIDS in Kenya.
Official registration is still pending finalization, but a kickoff
celebration is being scheduled for November.

Prayer: Hope is working to galvanize a groundswell of
sustained intercessory prayer, seeking God’s intervention,
leadership and empowerment of the Church in its response.
Each month she produces a daily prayer guide focusing on
various AIDS issues and concerns. The recipient list for this
prayer guide continues to expand. She is also spearheading a
monthly AIDS Prayer Day, involving various Christian
ministries and organizations, and church leaders from various
denominations.

The importance of Church involvement is underscored
by recently released survey results suggesting that the prevalence
of HIV in Kenya is rising again. Formerly down to 5% of adults
infected, last year the rate had increased to 8%. The survey also
showed that new HIV infections are appearing more frequently
in married adults than in any other population subset. Where
unmarried youth may be “getting the message,” married adults
may be feeling falsely safe. According to figures gleaned from
HIV testing centers in Kenya, as many as one in five married
couples may already have one or both partners infected with
HIV. We believe the involvement and leadership of the Church

in Kenyan society is needed now more than ever before.



Family News

The Carter family is now more scattered than ever
before. As Bob’s dad observed recently, for the first time our
four children are now living in four different locations. We
are increasingly grateful for modern technologic wonders
such as Skype, e-mail and even Facebook, which help us to
keep in touch with them and still feel like we are a part of
their lives.

We were so glad that Levi could spend his summer
break with us as a short-term SIM volunteer. He helped out
with media and information technology and got our own web
page up and  running. (Check it out at
http://carter.with.sim.org!)

In mid-August, Bob took Levi and Hannah back to
the U.S. while Hope and Josiah remained behind in Nairobi.
A week later Levi began his third year at Taylor University in
Upland, Indiana and Bob, accompanied by his parents, took
Hannah to begin her college career at Houghton College in
beautiful upstate New York, not far from Buffalo. Hope’s
sister Joy and Aunt Winifred (who lives only 30 minutes
away from the college) came to join us that day — an extra
Hannah

actually looked so much like a college coed that Bob didn’t

blessing! That was a day of mixed emotions.
know whether to feel proud, scared, or just old!
Before his September 10 return to Nairobi Bob was
blessed to attend the beautiful outdoor wedding of his
nephew, Ben Lattimer, in the rolling hills of southern Virginia
near Rocky Mount. In spite of Hurricane Hanna’s turbulent

winds and drenching rain thrashing the eastern seacoast, they

were far enough inland that the threat of rain was not realized
and the wedding weather was perfect. A special treat was
Nathan’s ability to accompany Bob to and from the wedding.
They enjoyed their time together, as well as the chance to
reconnect with so many from Hope’s side of the family. By
the way, Ben’s new bride Cindy is a real gem and a
wonderful addition to the family!

So here’s the roundup on the kids:

Nathan is still working for American Eagle airlines
and wondering whether he will be receiving a promotion or a
pink slip as his employer restructures. He posts a weekly
internet  devotional = that you can read @ at

http://christ-centered.blogspot.com.

Levi is enjoying his third year at Taylor. He is
leading a discussion group for a freshman chemistry class and
just participated on a first-prize-winning team from Taylor in
a multi-school computer programming competition.

Hannah loves Houghton and between her classes and
extracurricular activities keeps a very busy schedule. Besides
auditioning into a select 16-person renaissance choir she is
also singing in a Celtic music group, attending concerts and
making new friends.

Josiah battled serial colds his first four weeks back at
RVA but is feeling better now and is delighted to have a room
in the dorm all to himself! He mans the sound booth for
many school functions and is on the set crew for next term’s
Junior/Senior Banquet.

So each one is keeping busy, each still loves the Lord,

and each still needs your prayers.

Instant Heirloom

One of Josiah's
activities s
Last year at RVA he chose
an ambitious project, and
by the end of the year he
had produced this
exceptionally beautiful
table! We wonder what he

favorite

woodcraft.

will make this year?
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Praise God for:

1. His provision over the past year for our family’s health,
safety and educational needs.

2. Safe travels of Levi to and from Kenya, Hannah to
Houghton, and Bob to the U.S. and back.

3. Those we have already trained as AIDS Educators and
Capacity-Building Facilitators. Thank God for the testimonies
we have already received.

4. An expanding network of contacts and churches. (And
pray that the network will begin to include donor agencies!)
5. Lives impacted by and for the Gospel through the ministry
of AIDS-aware churches in Kenya.
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Pray For (cont'd):
6. Greater Church involvement in efforts to combat AIDS, both

in Kenya and around the world.

7. Strong dynamics and supportive relationships among those of
us on the ‘HOPE for AIDS’ team here in Kenya.
8. The Churches AIDS Network of Kenya. Pray against

discouragement over the slow pace of registration with the

T ra yer

Pray for:

1. Continue to pray for the 80,000 remaining IDPs in Kenya.

2. Our need for continuing financial support. Also pray for
sufficient financial and personnel resources in general to sustain
worldwide mission efforts.

3. The Church in Kenya to catch the vision for God’s “broad
agenda” in the world.

4. ‘HOPE for AIDS — Kenya’ to continue progressing towards the
vision God has given it.

5. Those already trained in our two pilot courses, that they may be
effective in applying their new skills, and that the Church would be

strengthened in its outreach.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Plainfield, Indiana
PERMIT No. 56

Contact Information

Nathan -

HOPE for AIDS -

Web Sites:
Carter Family - - http://carter.with.sim.org
SIM - - - - Www.sim.org

www.hopeforaids.org
http://christ-centered.blogspot.com

E-mail addresses:

government. Bob & Hope - - bob.carter@sim.org
9. Hope’s efforts to galvanize AIDS-focused intercessory prayer. Nathan - - - - nathancarter@lavabit.com
10. Each of our children in each of their locations. Pray for Levi - - - - - levi_carter@taylor.edu
God’s provision in their lives, for godly relationships and for Hannah - - - - Hannah.Carter@houghton.edu
their continuing growth in the Lord. Josiah - - - - jcarter10@kijabe.net
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