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"And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we rnay proclaim the mystery of Christ..."
(Col. 4:3)

Dear Friends, Family and Ministry Partners,

Our home assignment has arrived, and we’re all six of
us now on U.S. soil. Levi had a remarkably smooth and
uneventful solo journey on British Air in mid-August except
for just missing his final connection from Chicago to
Indianapolis. But he caught the next flight only one hour later.
(He missed the connection due to a delay in his flight out of
London on the day after terrorists had planned to bomb several
London-U.S. flights.) We thank God for answering your
prayers for safe travel for Levi, who is now a freshman at
Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.

Hope, Hannah and Josiah followed just a few days later
on Ethiopian Airlines through Addis Ababa. This was the first
time any of us had flown Ethiopian, but it went well and was
less expensive. Bob stayed behind an additional month,
awaiting the arrival of Drs. Curtis and Lisa Rabuka to whom he
handed over his hospital responsibilities. Please pray for them
and their two young boys Jacob and Isaiah as they fill in
through April of next year. After finalizing a myriad of
household, mission and ministry details, Bob finally rejoined
the rest of the family on September 22. (Nathan, of course, is
in his final year at LeTourneau University and hoping to
graduate in May.) We are grateful for your prayers, and thank
God for His traveling mercies for each of us.

Whenever home assignment is approaching, we always
wonder where we will end up living. This time, Bob’s father
found a house for rent only a few blocks away — how
convenient! So we have set up house in Plainfield, Indiana
where Hannah, grade 11 and Josiah, grade 9 now attend the
public high school. Until next summer we encourage you to

contact us by any of the following ways:

Mail: 1420 Miami Ct. S., Plainfield, IN 46168
Phone: 317-839-2284
Cell Phone: 317-225-0874

Email: bob.carter@sim.org (permanent)

Since Bob arrived last month we have been “on the
road” more than we have been at home. It has worked out well
for Hannah and Josiah to stay with their grandparents while the
two of us travel. Bob would like to supplement our SIM stipend
with some part-time employment when we are not traveling, but
we are doubtful of finding anything flexible enough. God is
good, and is providing faithfully for us through His people. We
are very grateful, for instance, to Grace Bible Church in
Pompton Plains, NJ who invited us to their “Christmas in
October” weekend and then showered us with many helpful gifts
that are useful as we set up housekeeping and prepare for a cold
Indiana winter.

In the rest of this newsletter we will share with you our
goals and plans for this home assignment, the status of certain
projects as we left them and an exciting new development at
Mukinge. We thank you deeply for your faithful partnership
with us over the past term, and hope you have been blessed along
the journey by these “Chronicles”, in which we have tried to
keep you informed about the ministry challenges and
opportunities around us and about the many exciting
accomplishments your partnership has made possible. Please do
keep us in prayer throughout this home assignment, and know

that we would be blessed to hear from you.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Bob-and %1/11 Garter




Home Assignment - What'’s the Scoop?

Definition: ‘Home Assignment’ - the price all faith missionaries must pay for the privilege of serving the Lord on

foreign soil. Formerly known as “furlough”, it involves leaving the place and work of one’s calling and returning for a period
of time to a place considered “home” by everyone except the missionary.

Description: During this time, the missionaries report
back to their support partners and raise the financial support
required to return to the mission field (a.k.a. "Resource
Development Ministry" or "RDM".) This involves long hours of
travel, living out of a suitcase and sleeping in a succession of
different beds. But these are offset by the blessing of renewing
old friendships and making new ones, the joy of seeing
long-missed family members, the excitement of sharing the work
and experiences that have captured and impacted one’s heart, the
encouragement of true fellowship in many locations and the
delight of wonderful church dinners in which everyone brings
their best cooking. Weight gain is an occupational hazard. The
missionary is also strongly encouraged to exercise the little-used

discipline of “taking some time off” for the rest and rejuvenation

of body, mind and spirit,
and also to take advantage
of  opportunities  for
personal or professional
skills development.
Although some
misunderstand RDM as

“begging for money,” the truth is that RDM involves much more
than securing pledges for financial support. Through RDM the
missionary can build a strong corps of intercessors who commit
to regular, faithful prayer on behalf of the missionary —
undeniably the most essential resource for any effective ministry.
Also through RDM the Lord often supplies much-needed
materials and equipment and even, occasionally, He raises up
people. Many missionaries on the field today were motivated to
pursue their call through the witness of another missionary.

In contrast, the term “furlough” implies a time of
extended holiday, as in the military. This impression does not
lend itself to the sympathies of hard-working parents or fixed
income seniors as they consider the missionary’s continuing need
for financial support while “on furlough” — hence, the name
change to “home assignment.” Indeed when “at home” the
missionary must often contend with greater financial need than
when serving on the mission field; and yet the time demands of
an extensive travel schedule often prove a difficult challenge to
the securing of any helpful supplementary employment. Blessed
indeed is the missionary whose faithful partners understand the
demands of Home continue

unique Assignment and

undiminished their support and ministry involvement.

Application: So what are the Carters planning?

This home assignment we want to focus on four goals:

1) Family — we want to make quality time with our nuclear and
extended families a priority. 2) Recruitment — we hope to share
widely the need for Christians, especially health professionals, to
share the love of Christ in other cultures. Who knows? Perhaps
God will lead us to a surgeon for Mukinge Hospital!
3) Financial — before we can return to Africa we must raise an
additional $800 per month in new support pledges. We would
like to ask our current partners to help us find additional new
financial partners. We will also need to hear at some point from
each of our current partners whether or not they intend to
continue their support. 4) Vision — we will be prayerfully
seeking discernment from the Lord concerning His vision for our
next term of service, and how best to prepare for it.

In addition to these four goals, if time permits Bob
would like to write up a “Positive Living” curriculum useful for
training community AIDS counselors in Africa how to instruct
HIV+ people in the skills of healthy living. Such a curriculum
would fill the only remaining gap in what would otherwise be
Mukinge’s comprehensive array of AIDS-related services.

Home assignment provides opportunity for us to be held
accountable to our partners, and we want to be found faithful.
For those who have been partnering with us through prayer or
financial support, there are three ways we are preparing to
communicate our ministry report to you: 1) In Person — always
the best (and most enjoyable!) way. Please contact us if you or
your church would like to have us come and share about our
work in Zambia. 2) In Print. We plan to write a ministry report
summarizing the past four years. 3) In Media. By December we
hope to have available a videotape and DVD summarizing our
ministry in audio-visual format. Let us know if you will want
one. Eventually we also hope to have a web page available on
the internet.

Since last month our travels have already taken us to
North Carolina and New Jersey. Next month we will be in
Kentucky and N. Carolina again. Currently we are making plans
to visit lowa and possibly Florida in the first part of 2007. We
have lots of unscheduled time still available, so please do feel

free to contact us about a visit!




News Top-Ups

CHAZ. MAPP and AIDS
The Churches Health Association of Zambia (CHAZ) is

an umbrella organization bringing together all Christian health

institutions and community-based programs in Zambia. As
chairman of the AIDS Advisory Committee for CHAZ, Bob also
sat ex ¢jficio on its board and on the editorial team for its “AIDS
Brief” publication. We were excited to learn that the U.S.
Congress recently commended CHAZ for its anti-AIDS work in
Zambia.

This past term Bob has also been supervising the
Mukinge AIDS Prevention Program (MAPP), which works with
communities throughout Kasempa District. It provides
community-based prevention education; training and supplies
for home-based AIDS care; peer-to-peer youth training;
micro-credit loans to village orphan-care groups; and school
fees plus other helps for needy orphans in the area. At the
hospital MAPP provides voluntary HIV testing and counseling
services. This term MAPP implement two new free services;
one to provide short-term anti-AIDS drugs to HIV+ pregnant
women to prevent the virus from spreading to their unborn
babies; and the other to provide life-long anti-AIDS drugs to
medically suitable patients living with HIV.

This second program is iust over a vear old and alreadv

Hope with Mercy,
an amazing AIDS
survivor who
loves Jesus and
now has hope for
both this life and
the next.

has over 200 enrollees. There is a backlog of people desperate to
enroll in the program, and the hospital is enrolling new patients
as fast as it can without burning out its laboratory, pharmacy and
clinical staff. We expect to enroll 200 new patients per year,
reaching 1000 by the end of the fifth year. Already lives have
been transformed as the throb of despair has given way to the
flame of newly re-kindled hope. Sick parents are able to provide
for their families again, and sick children are back in school.
Please pray for Kingsley, Lason and Beenzu as they oversee the
administration and expansion of this program. All three are
exceptional people: solidly committed to Christ; enthusiastic in
their labors and gifted in their skills. But the challenges are
immense and they need your prayers.

Prison Chapel Going Up

At long last the construction plans for the prison chapel
have been finalized and work has begun. Members of the Prison
Fellowship committee have been working alongside prison
inmates hauling sand and ballast for the cement and molding
bricks for the walls. The project will construct a chapel and an
office large enough for both a chaplain and a Christian library.
After several years on the drawing board, the committee hopes to
complete the physical structure by the end of the year and before
the next rainy season. Prisoners who have come to Christ through
the prison ministry are greatly encouraged to see the work
progressing, particularly as the rainy season draws closer because

until now they have only been meeting under a tree.

Inmates
offloading a
truckload of
sand for the
Prison Chapel
project.

New Location, New Director for JESUS Film Ministry

We inaugurated the JESUS Film ministry in February
1998 and God has consistently blessed these showings with His
Presence and His power. Planning and holding these film
crusades have been among the highlights of the past nine years.
However, the time has come for us to hand over this ministry to
national leadership.

Dyton Kima was in our very first discipleship training
class. He has traveled with us widely for both discipleship
training programs and film organizing. As a result of these
experiences he developed a hunger to go for Bible School
training. During his 2 years at the Evangelical Bible College
(EBC) in neighboring Mufumbwe District, he continued to teach
discipleship classes to church leaders in several congregations.
His heart and passion are still in this work. Now the EBC (site
of the film’s translation into the Kaonde language) has
enthusiastically agreed to take on the JESUS film and
discipleship training ministries, with Dyton serving as the
coordinator. But funds are needed to help this energetic and
keen evangelist take care of his family and cover his expenses in
this ministry. If you have any interest in assisting in this exciting
venture, contact us for more information. Meanwhile, please
pray for Dyton and for the EBC as they begin incorporating
Bible students into evangelism and discipleship outreaches into

Mufumbwe communities.
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VSAT Telecommunications Coming to Mukinge!
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Bob with VSAT planning team




