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"And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ..."

ﬂ ﬂ (Col. 4:3)
- @PFQ after all. No doubt each of us 1s personally acquainted
Ch a% B 5 &bm @ % with one or more of these “silent sufferers.” How many

_ ) . of us will grasp the opportunmity to share a little more
Dear Friends, Family and Ministry Partners, ] ] ]
love this vear with someone feeling empty, burdened or
alone and thereby also share with God in this ultimate

blessing?

For the first time since 2001 we were blessed to
have all four children with us at Thanksgiving. In
addition we were joined by Bob’s parents plus his brother
John’s family, making a delightfully full house! We look

forward to being together again over Christmas, rejoicing

While corporate America does its best to cash in
on the most lucrative public holiday of the year,
strategizing over who they most want to attract and who

in the blessing of being together. _ _
they can best afford to offend, the Carter family wishes

Shared love 1s such a deep and rich blessing!

Knowing this, perhaps that is why God so willingly made  ¥°" without reservation a most heartfelt MERRY

the ultimate sacrifice - in order that He might also CHRISTMAS I May peace, love and joy be more
forever enjoy the ultimate blessing, that of shared love. than a sentimental wish for each of you, but may it be in

But many around us are not as blessed with shared {1 4 shared experience.
love as we are. Some are quite alone: 1isolated by

circumstances; shut in by poor health; estranged by In celebration of Ultimate Blessing,
destructive or abusive relationships; institutionalized in Bob and Fo e,

hospitals or prisons; kept in shelters or perhaps even

JV’azéafa. ﬁw/; HAannal arnd g%'ﬂkz/f/

homeless. Some wrestle against depression, and view
with envy and despair the joy and laughter that others
enjoy at this time of vear just as a hungry beggar might
look through a bakery window - stuck on the outside,
looking longingly in. Others have suffered the recent loss
of a beloved friend or family member and will try to
bravely endure the season’s celebrations while silently
nursing an aching vacancy in their hearts that no medicine

can take away.

Sometimes sharing love means helping to carry a

burden not our own. That’s what God did through Jesus,



TRAVEL UPDATE

One of the blessings of home assignment, as we shared
in our last newsletter, is the chance to renew so many special
friendships and discover new friends while sharing all the
exciting things we have seen the Lord doing in Zambia. So far
we have enjoyed this blessing in Indiana, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, North Carolina and Kentucky. We have been
privileged to attend some dynamic and inspiring missions
conferences, enjoyed too many wonderful meals and met with
several individuals who will always have a special place in our
hearts.

December will see much less travel but will be no less
busy. It will be a month of re-tooling, prayer and strategic
planning. Our new prayer cards have been ordered and will be
ready to send to you in January along with our Term Report.
Our ministry brochure is ready to be proofed, but work on our
video report has hit a delay and may not be completed before
late January. December will also be Bob’s opportunity to
begin preparing not one but twe curricula: the first to teach
people living with HI'V how to live healthy lives longer before
having to start taking anti-AIDS drugs; and the second to train

current and future church leaders to be agents of community

transformation in an era of AIDS.

January
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Education Confierence in Kerya

Easter service on Sunrise Hill

DTOT Reunion

Hannah is eagerly looking forward to returning to
Kenya and rejoining her friends and classmates at Rift Valley
Academy for Term Two. Please pray for her as she flies alone
across the ocean for the first time (and for her anxious parents
as well!). She will depart Indianapolis on Dec. 30 and arrive
in Nairobi four hours before 2007, returning once again to us
for her between-terms break on March 23.

From January through April we hope to do the bulk of
our Indiana traveling and speaking, with trips into Wisconsin,
Ilinois and possibly Florida as well. Please contact us if you
would like to be on our itinerary. Late April and May we have
earmarked for Towa. We invite lowa churches to let us know
if you want us to visit you. Finally, we plan to move to North
Carolina for June and July to visit as many of our partner
churches there as possible before returning to Affica in
August. Please pray for safety in travel, and that the many
gaps in our schedule will be fully filled according to the
Lord’s will.

March




NEWS FLASH: CARTERS KENYA-BOUND!

That’s right, assuming our support is fully raised by the
end of our home assignment, we expect to open a new chapter of
ministry in Kenya in August. Although the decision was just
finalized last month (November), this possibility was actually
under discussion before we left Zambia, enough so that we did
our best to prepare our various ministry activities and church
colleagues to keep the work going even if we did not ourselves
return. Nevertheless we will really miss Zambia. We had a very
full and satisfying ministry there and felt we were making an
important contribution. But most of all we will miss the people:
the wonderful hospital staff, local and national church leaders,
missionary colleagues and dear friends who made our years in
Zambia so special.

But God has now called us back to Kenya to
begin a new and exciting work in Nairobi, where we
will provide leadership for SIM Kenya’s “HOPE for
AIDS” program. This position will require that we
bring together under one ministry focus the skills

developed and experiences gained over the past two decades in
medical missions, spiritual ministry, community development,
social interventions and networking.

The ‘HOPE® in “HOPE for AIDS” is an acronym
standing for Home-based care, Orphans and vulnerable children,
Prevention and Equipping the Church. Within SIM Kenya we
expect to be building an AIDS component into everything SIM
does. Reaching outward to all SIM Kenya’s partners and
beyond, our vision is to equip the Body of Christ in Kenya to be
true agents of transformation in every local community in which
it ministers, responding to human need and fears with selfless

compassion, sacrificial love and Spirit-empowered Truth.

In over a decade of sustained efforts to roll back the
AIDS epidemic in Kenya, heavily-funded secular and
governmental programs have failed to make more than slight
progress. Meanwhile, AIDS deaths have surpassed 150,000,
the average life expectancy has declined to 47 hears, and the
number of orphans has swollen to over 650,000 out of a total
population of 33 million, and is still rising.

More programs, more money and more condoms will
ultimately fail to be the solution the secular world hopes for
because these fail to address the root of the problem: human
behavior. It takes a change of heart to change behavior, and we

know the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to
change hearts. That’s what transformation is all about:
changed hearts and changed lives. Taken to its logical
end, the ultimate result can be the transformation of
families and communities, nations and cultures.

We believe the Church is God’s chosen vessel

to bring such transformation in this day of pervasive AIDS.
Whether the issue is the need for medicine and health services,
or stigma, or sexuality, or economic deprivation, or orphans, or
victimization of the powerless, the Church has the key and the
responsibility to be effective agents of transformation. The
secular world has largely failed; now it is time for the Body of
Christ to step up. We would love to see the Church fulfill this
vision in Kenya, and are excited to be moving to a position
where we will have the chance to help make it happen! Please
pray for us as we prepare ourselves to take up this wonderful
new opportunity.
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Praise God for: \ Pray for:

1. Safety in travel, including Nathan's long drives /\\ 1. Continued health and safety for our family members.
between Texas and Indiana. '/’ "li\\] 2. Timely completion of the many important tasks remaining.
2. The love, hospitality and fellowship we have enjoyed | 3. Hannah's upcoming trans- Atlantic flights, as she flies alone.

N
as we have traveled and shared the wonderful things God £ , \ 4. Our speaking schedule in 2007, that appointments, times and

is doing in Zambia. locations would all be ordered by Christ.

3. God's gift of Himself to the peoples of the world. 5. The Lord to raise up more career missionary staff for Mukinge
4. The wonderful and exciting new opportunity God has Hospital, especially a surgeon, other doctors and registered nurses.
opened to us to serve Him in Kenya. 6. The Lord's provision of our financial needs and for new prayer and
5. Late breaking news: praise God that a Christian financial partners.

Zambian doctor has been successfully recruited to join the 7. The Church to follow Christ's example through His empowerm ent,

staff at Mukinge Hospital! (Now pray for finances!)

and to give itself without reservation to the peoples of the world.
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FINANGIAL UPDAYE

On September 30 we closed the fiscal year over $5300 under-supported. Fortunately we had enough money in our
ministry account to make up the deficit, but this has left our ministry account with just over $1000 remaining. During
home agsignment, the major need for our ministry account will be for Hannah’s tuition at Rift Valley Academy in Kenya
(about $2500 per term, with two terms remaining). We also use this account to pay for our travel expenses, for printing
and mailing our newsletters and for producing materials such as our prayer cards, brochures, term reports and our ministry
video.

In the new fiscal year, October ended with a support deficit of $2100. We have not yet received November’s
statement from SIM. As you consider vour vear-end giving, we would request that you give prayerful consideration to

our support needs and to Hannah’s education.

Checks can be made out to SIM-USA and mailed to: SIM-USA, P.O. Box /900, Charlotte, NC' 28241-7900.
Remember to designate your checkifor Bobland Hope Carter.  Thanks!




