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"And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the nystery of Christ..."
(Col. 4:3)

Warm, loving and enthusiastic
Christmas greetings to you all!

Dear Friends, Family and Ministry Partners,

We recently had the joy of attending Rift Valley
Academy’s annual Christmas concert. As usual it was superbly
done. The band and the choir both shared many enjoyable numbers
and even combined seamlessly together on one piece. But one
image that will remain forever etched in Bob's mind did not come
from the concert. It came instead from the Sunday morning worship
service, which consisted almost entirely of the 6th grade’s
presentation of a drama based on Barbara Robinson’s book, “The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”

During the drama a choir of elementary students sang.
Each student wore the same white frock, so the only visible
differences were in the faces. It was the faces that suddenly grabbed
his attention so clearly and forcefully. White faces, black faces and
oriental faces all with eyes bright and shining, and all singing about
the awe and wonder of our Savior’s birth. What a preview of the

glory to come!

Sing, Choir of Angels! Sing in Exultation!

Some day we're going to be in a choir like that. Each of us
one of a multitude of faces drawn from every tribe, nation, people
and language, all with eyes bright and shining and singing together
with one heart the praises of our wonderful Savior. What a day that
will be!

Meanwhile, we strive to let the way we live in this world
rise as a “living sacrifice of praise” to our incredible Lord. As we
honor Him in our daily lives may His love and compassion draw
others, as the Star drew the wise men of old, to kneel before Him in
reverence and praise. We invite you to join us in making this your
daily goal, too. It is, after all, the best Christmas gift we can offer
to our infant King.

May you each experience the Lord in a fresh, new way this
Christmas season as you join your hearts with ours in celebrating
the birth of Christ.

Merr gﬁhristmus !

Bob and K e

Reminder:

If you receive either these “Chronicles” or
our monthly updates by email, please note:
. If your email address changes and you don’t inform
us, we will “lose” you! We have already lost several others
this way. Please let us know if your email address changes.
. You may “lose” us if your spam blocker doesn’t have
us on its “white list.” We won’t know you aren’t receiving our
emails; you just will stop hearing from us and will think we
don’t love you any more! Please make sure we are on your
"white list." Thanks!




Because in the last “Chronicles” we gave a fairly complete
analysis and summary of our work with H PE for AIDS, the
following will be just a brief accounting of what has been
accomplished over the past year:

. A well-defined vision for H PE for AIDS in Kenya has been
developed.

. The “Church to Community Mobilization” project SIM
Project KE
but only partially funded as yet.
. 1

follow-up conference they took half a day just to give their reports on

161 has been defined, developed and implemented

AIDS educators have been trained. Last week at a

all the trainings and seminars they had conducted plus their other
achievements since the completion of their training. They were so
excited! And so were we...

. capacity-building facilitators have been trained.

Follow-up on their achievements since training is still pending.

. etworking: a number of helpful contacts have been
established and the linkages continue to be expanded. The Churches
AIDS  etwork of Kenya CA -K

beaurocratic obstacles in its efforts to become registered, and some

continues to encounter
members believe the obstacles are being intentionally placed. This is
a matter needing concerted prayer.

. daily prayer guide has been initiated and is being produced
and distributed each month with ever-widening circulation. Also, the
monthly day of prayer for AIDS is expanding to include more
churches and Christian organizations.

. A small print and media AIDS library has been started that
may be of practical help to churches and project leaders. Resources
include books and booklets, videos, CDs and DVDs, and printouts of
helpful internet-based materials.

Your partnership in our ministry has helped to make these
accomplishments possible, as well as the significant improvements
made at Kaimosi Hospital as Bob has participated on its governing
board. May od bless you for your support and encouragement of us

throughout this first year of resumed ministry in Kenya.

ne thing is consistent in our missionary lives and career —

that is change. nce again we are preparing for a shift in location and

ministry focus. This time we will be returning to a medical ministry at

Kijabe Hospital, which is located about a one hour drive north of

airobi next to the Rift Valley Academy.The hospital also neighbors

the Moffett Bible College and has a very extensive AIDS program
.S. government’s PEPFAR Fund.

f particular interest is that -

supported by the
of the hospital’s
patients are ethnic Somalis. Some are refugees in Kenya but others
come from inside Somalia itself expressly to seek care at Kijabe.
There are two SIM chaplains who have lived among Somalis for
many years and are fluent in the Somali language, enabling this
uni ue outreach to this Muslim population. What a fascinating and
uni ue learning and serving opportunity it will be for us!

Why are we relocating to Kijabe There are two reasons. The
hospital has a training program for medical residents in family
practice. Their main clinical instructor will be leaving in uly, and
despite their best efforts they have found no one to replace him and
have exhausted their search options. They are in urgent need of a
doctor credentialed in family practice, who enjoys teaching and who
preferably has several years of experience in African medical care.
They perceive Bob’s availability as a real answer to prayer.

But primarily, we are concerned that osiah is struggling too
much as a boarding student. We believe that he will complete high
school in a much stronger position if he can live at home with us. As a
gifted young man with ADHD he needs more personal space and
support than he can get as a boarding student. Though we considered
other options in airobi, we feel that RVA is the best place for him
both academically and socially to complete his last one and a half
years of high school. There he has a strong and encouraging team of
caring teachers and staff as well as many friends. We would like to
see him move beyond surviving to thriving.

We have prayed deeply and extensively about this and
sought counsel both within SIM and from other senior missionaries
who have had similar experiences. Everyone we have consulted,
including our H PE for AIDS colleagues, has confirmed what our
own hearts have been telling us: that this is the right decision.

Meanwhile we and the rest of the H PE for AIDS team are
planning how to adapt our activities and strategies to this change. ur
highly take the
Coordinator’s position on anuary 1 allowing a one-month transitional

experienced colleague, Bev Howell, will
period before we move. The strategic vision of H PE for AIDS
remains the same. Hope will continue to coordinate its prayer-related
airobi-based health
coordinator for SIM Sudan. Bob hopes to continue occasional guest
lectures on HIV and AIDS at St. Paul’s
the start-up of the Churches AIDS

probably not be able to continue his involvement in H PE for AIDS

activities, but will hand off her position as

niversity and assisting with
etwork of Kenya, but will

networking or the planning and conducting of future trainings.
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